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Incorporating or integrating climate change adaptation measures into the watershed planning process is a
necessary strategy for sustainable development. Climate change impact does not happen in isolation; the
impact on agriculture sector where most of the watershed management occurs can adversely or positively
affect another. There are difficulties in mainstreaming adaptation concerns into watershed planning due to low
staff capacity for monitoring, poor data on adaptation options, lack of mechanisms for information sharing and
management, and limited funding. Countries in the region need new funding and improved access to funding
to provide effective technical and financial support and capacity building opportunities.
Effective implementation of climate change adaptation at watershed level is also complicated because of
different actors and levels involved; the level at which action leading to change occurs is often different from
the level at which decisions regulating such actions are taken. Lack of cooperation among ministries is
highlighted as a major barrier to progress on adaptation. In order that real progress can be made, key
government agencies such as ministries of finance need to be informed of the relevant outputs of impact and
vulnerability assessments. Sectoral institutions need to be strengthened in order to address the complexities of
coordinating the implementation of adaptation action.
Capacity building for reliance to climate change at local level (for example, strengthening coping strategies and
feedback to national policies), national level (for example, inter‐agency policy coordination in the water sector
and legal provisions for mainstreaming), and regional level (for example, incorporating climate risks in projects
of development agencies) is vital to enable developing countries to adapt to climate change. Stakeholders and
development partners must recognize the role of university and knowledge institutes. Enhanced support is
needed for institutional capacity building, including establishing and/or strengthening centers of excellence, so
that they can resolve the complexity of addressing and coordinating the planning and implementation of
adaptation actions. Effective regional cooperation among countries will also help disseminate internationally
and nationally the best practices, share climate information, support institutional coordination, and generate
additional resources for enhancing the adaptive capacity at local level.
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